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bar at the Panama-Pacific International Exposition.
Two words in the last sentence must have struck the
reader's eye as strange and needing explanation.
Mazdaznan is the name under which the American
Zoroastrians are known in Canada and the States.
It is only a contraction of the original term Maz-
dayasnian, which means, literally, a worshipper of
Mazda, and by which name the Parsees and the rest
of the followers of Zoroaster are frequently known in
the East. The other word Gahanbar was the name
given to certain national festivals in ancient Persia.
They marked the different seasons of the year and
the most important of them was the one that came
off at the Vernal Equinox which was then the Persian
New Year's Day. The Gahanbar, besides, was
perhaps the most perfectly democratic institution
the world has seen. At a Gahanbar all from the
emperor and the imperial princes down to the
peasants and paupers mixed freely together, sat
at the same table, partook of the same food, and
drank of the same wine. No distinction whatever
was allowed to be made between class and class
throughout the extended Imperial domains. In fact
the Gahanbar was a kind of open-air communion to
proclaim their common humanity and avow their
religious kinship.1 The Mazdaznans of America have

1 Gibbon in his Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire says:
" In the spring of every year a festival was celebrated, destined
to represent the primitive equality, and the present connection,
of mankind. The stately kings of Persia, exchanging their vain
pomp for more genuine greatness, freely mingled with the
humblest but most useful of their subjects. On that day the
husbandmen were admitted, without distinction, to the table of